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patiently; and you will have a full opportunity at the proper stage to make
any relevant remarks you have to offer.

I may add that out of regard to the loyal members of your com-
munity who are doing good work in this District, if you are proved
innocent of the offence of which you are accused in this or in any other
court, I shall send 50/- to the Malabar Relief Fund.

W. E. J. DOBBS

It is evident to me that the apology was offered under pres-
sure, even as Sir Michael O'Dwyer was made to apologize to the
late Council for his offensive remarks. Insincere and mechanical
as the wording is, at that very sitting the magistrate broke his pro-
mise of giving the accused a patient hearing by expunging from
his statement a passage which he did not like. His offer to pay
Rs. 50/- to the Malabar Relief Fund for the sake of the loyalists
if he was proved to be innocent shows the incorrigibility of the
magistrate. The donation was meant to purge the offence com-
mitted by the magistrate. The "loyalists" could have nothing to
do with the innocence or guilt of the accused. Why then should
the donation be conditional upon proof of the accused's inno-
cence ? This assault by the magistrate raises an issue of the gravest
import. Could such a man occupy the position of a magistrate
for a single day under any civilized Government? Gould for ins-
tance the Lord Chief Justice of England assault a prisoner being
tried before him and still retain his high office ? If the Government
of India was not in reality a lawless and totally irresponsible gov*
eminent, the magistrate would have been suspended and prose-
cuted as a common felon. An assault by a judge upon an accused
whilst he is on his trial before that judge is not an ordinary as-
sault that could be treated lightly.

There should be limit even to co-operating patience. Do the
Indian ministers concerned feel an easy conscience over the magis-
trate's crime against the nation ? Or do they think that they have
no responsibility because the magistrate does not belong to their
department?

A non-co-operator's duty is simple. Each such violation of
law and morals on the part of Government officials must result
in making us more determined in our purpose. We may not be
satisfied till the system under which such atrocious conduct is pos-
sible is uprooted.

ACCUSED'S STATEMENT

Two days before the second hearing of the case Mr, Tyagi
sent to the magistrate the following statement: